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Local author celebrates publishing first book

B Kan Grady
Grossman is having a
book launching at 6
p-m. Friday, March 23,
at the Cowfish and
again from 2 o 4 p.m.

on Saturday, March
24,

BY JAMES WYNM
Sl Winter

For Kari Grady Grossman
and her fiushand, E1mr_lr,
m:lup:mL an B-month-old boy
from Cambodis was only the
beginning. It smarted in a crowd-
ed orphanage on the outskires of
FPhnom Penh when the
Grossman's met the linle boy
whio would becone their som in
2001,

Bar didn’s pust lave a new
winit, she had a new coancey il
a new culiure to learn and
understand.

Kari's new son was a product
of a serics of even thar began
when Cambodia gained inde-
pendence from Frange, winds its
way theough the ULS. invalve-
menc in Viernam snd reached s
apex in the darkess days of Pol
Por and the Khmer Rouge. The
H-month-ald Eric Ramnak
Grady Grossmean was an orphan
in ane of the most war-ravaged
nations in che world, and Kan
wantod to know whiy

The end result wis “Bones

that Float; a Story of Adopting

Bones
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Cambodia.” Tris Kan's first
novel and o chronicle of her life
since 2001, bur it 15 also o
chronicle of the |1i=|;nr:.f of the
matson viself

*Wihen we adopted our son
in 2001, we came home and
realized that no one really knew
anything abour what happened
in Cambodia with the war,”
Girady Grossman said,

Grady Garnssman's hook is
really two stonies within one. In
order o help her capruse the
cFFn:I: of the war on the
Cambodian peaple, Grady
Grossoman enlisted e belp of
Amanda Proem.

Pram, who lives in Lander
and np:ned the China Garden,
was barn in Cambaodia and
ratsed during some of the wors

years of the Khmer Rouge's bru-

ral campaigns.

Kari Grady Grossman

“Amanda told me wme of her

storics and [ didn't think chat
people could really understand
the history of the councry with-
ot kquwjng what the went
through,” she said. “Basically,
Amanda’s story tells the history
and mine wells the ourcome.”

Written over a period of four
yeirs, the book is, lor Grady
Grossman, a very personal
account of what became a very
life-changing svent.

“The story is really abour
how adopiing a single child led
to adopring an entire village,”
I\.I1|,,- t‘l.ilil-

The village that she is calking
abour ks the onc whicre shic and
her husband founded a schoaol
for Cambadian children shorely
after her son's adoprion,

The Grady Grossman School
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Just completing a

| book is something

| that no one can

| take away from

. you, but really, no
one has read the
book yet so there is
still a lot of work
to do. ’

dents sach year,

The book, set o be released
on Friday is published under a
company started by the Grady
Grossman's exclusively crearad
for “Bones that Floar.”

*I received a quick and hard
lesson in dealing with the big
|:I|||1||:h|||g companics,” she said.

"It was pretty frustrating dealing
with them.”

Part of Grady Cioossman's
frustration in dealing with the
major companics, was that che
intended that for every book she
soki, 25 percent of the procesds
wiaiild go 1o her school in
Cambadia.

*I really didn’t want ro give
anything of my bock away o
these big syivems and corpora-
tions,” she sabd, “So instead, |
did a very Wiaming thing. |
sruck oL on my own,"

With her new publishing
company, Wild Heaven Press,
Behind bes, Grady Grossman
began promoting her book.

*| have been daing it through
a nerwark of peaple who have a
stake in this,” she said. “1 have
gotten arders from people all
over the world,”

So far, Grady Grossman s
sold 470 copics of her book.

“Ims pmu remarkahle when
you 1ake into account that we
don't really have a book yer,
said.

Grady Grossmanishaving a
book launching at 6 pm. Friday,
March 23, ai the Cowfish and
again fram 2 1o 4 p.m. on
Sacwrday, March 24.

Bur o Grady Grossman, juss
because her pew baok s com-
pleted doesn’t mean that journey
ilic embarked on six years ago
has corme poan end.

*Just completing a book is
sommething that no one can mke
away from you, bt really, no
one has rezd the book vet so
there is srill 5 lor of work o do,”
she said. “But there is the pas-
sian of the school behind the
book, so tlar gives me a Jot of
get up and po.”

“Bones Thet Float™ is avail-
able at Main Street Books or can
be found on-line at bonesthar-
Aoascom.

*I hope this book will have
an effect on people,” she said.
“If people read this book and
realize thay there is something
thag Iil'h:;l-' can do 1o help change
their communigies,”



